


Nationality

I have grown past hate and bitterness
I see the world as one

Yet though I can no longer hate

My son is still my son

All men at God’s round table sit

And all men must be fed

But this loaf in my hand

This loaf is my son’s bread.
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PEOPLE WHO MUST

I painted on the roof of a skyscraper.
I painted a long while and called it a day's work,
The people on a corner swarmed and the traffic cop's
whistle never let up all afternoon.
They were the same as bugs, many bugs on their way-
Those people on the go or at a standstill,
And the traffic cop a spot of blue, a splinter of brass,
Where the black tides ran around him.
And he kept the street. I painted a long while.
And called it a day's work.
Carl Sandburg
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TREE AT MY WINDOW

Tree at my window, window tree,
My sash is lowered when night comes on;
But let there never be curtain drawn

Between you and me.

Vague dream-head lifted out of the ground.
And thing next most diffuse to cloud,

not all your light tongues talking aloud
Could be profound.

But tree, I have seen you taken and tossed,
And if you have seen me when I slept.

You have seen me when I was taken and swept
And all but lost.

That day she put our heads together,
Fate had her imagination about her,
Your head so much concerned with outer,

Mine with inner, weather.

Robert Frost
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EAST BRONX

In the street two children sharpen
Knives against the curb.
Parents leaning out the window
above gaze and think and smoke
and duck back into the house
with locked door to read
of the happiness of two tortoises
on an island in the Pacific-
always alone and always
the sun shining

David Ignatow
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MEN OF TERRY STREET

They come in at night, leave in the early morning,
I hear their footsteps, the ticking of bicycle chains,
Sudden blasts of motorcycles, whimpering of vans,
Somehow I am either in bed, or the curtains are drawn.
This masculine invisibility makes gods of them,
A pantheon of boots and overalls.
But when you see them, home early from work,
Or at their Sunday leisure, they are too tired,
And bored to look long at comfortably
It hurts to see their faces, too sad or too jovial,
They quicken their step at the smell of cooking,
They hold up their children and sing to them.
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ON THE ROOFS OF TERRY STREET

Television aerials, Chinese characters
In the lower sky, wave gently in the smoke.

Nest building sparrows peck at moss,

Urban flora and fauna, soft, unscrupulous.

Rain drying on the slates shines sometimes.
A builder is repairing someone's leaking roof.

He kneels upright to rest his back.
His trowel catches the light and becomes precious.

Douglas Dunn
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WHY BROWNLEE LEFT

Why Brownlee left, and where he went,
Is a mystery even now.

For if a man should have been content
It was him; two acres of barley,

One of potatoes, four bullocks,

A milker, a slated farmhouse.

He was last seen going out to plough
On a March morning bright and early.

By noon Brownlee was famous;

They had found all abandoned, with
The last rig unbroken, his pair of black
Horses, like man and wife,

Shifting their weight from foot to
Foot, and gazing into the future.
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COUNTING THE MAD

This one was put in a jacket,

This on was sent home,

This one was given bread and meat
But would eat none,

And this one cried No No No No

All day long

This on looked at the window

As though it were a wall,

This one saw things that were not there,
This one things that were,

And this one cried No No No No

All day long.

This one thought himself a bird,
This one a dog
And this one thought himself a man,
An ordinary man,
And cried cried No No No No
All day long.
Donald Justice
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THE SEED SHOP

Here in a quiet and dusty room they lie,

Faded as crumbled stone or shifting sand,
Forlorn as ashes, shrivelled, scentless, dry.
Meadows and gardens running through my hand.

In this brown husk a dale of hawthorn dreams;
A cedar in this narrow cell is thrust

That will drink deeply of a century's streams;
These lilies shall make summer on my dust.

Here in their safe and simple house of death,
Sealed in their shells, a million roses leap;
Here I can blow a garden with my breath,
And in my hand a forest lies asleep.
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RICHARD CORY

Whenever Richard Cory went downtown,
We people on the pavement looked at him;
He was a gentleman from sole to crown,

Clean favoured, and imperially slim.

And he was always quietly arrayed,

And he was always human when he talked;

But still he fluttered pulses when he said,

Good morning, and he glittered when he walked.

And he was rich-yes, richer than a king-
And admirably schooled in every grace;

In fine, we thought he was everything

To make us wish that we were in his place.

So on we worked, and waited for the light,
And went without the meat, and cursed the bread;
And Richard Cory, one calm summer night,
Went home and put a bullet through his head.
Edward Arlington Robinson
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ROAD TO LACOVIA

This is a long, forbidding road, a narrow
hard aisle of asphalt under

a high gothic arch of bamboos.

Along it a woman drags a makeshift barrow
in slanting rain, and thunder:

a thin woman who wears no shoes.

This is St. Elizabeth, a hard parish
to work; but when you are born
on land, you want to work that land.
Nightfall comes here swift and harsh and deep, but
garish
flames of lightning show up torn
cheap clothing barely patched, and

a face patterned by living. Every sharp line
of this etching has the mark
of struggle. To the eye, unyielding
bleak earth has brought her close to famine;
yet through this wild descent of dark
this woman dares to walk, and sing.
A.L.Hendriks
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TIME AND MOTION STUDY

Slow down the film. and You see that bit.
Seven days old. and no work done.

Two hands clutching nothing but air,
Two legs kicking nothing but air.

That yell. That's wasted energy there.

No use to himself, no good for the firm.
Make a note of that.

New film. Now look, now he's fourteen.

Work out the energy required

To make him grow that tall.

It could have been used

It could have all been used

For the good of the firm and he could have stayed small.
Make a note of that.

Age thirty. And the waste continues
Using his legs for walking. Tiring
His mouth with talking and eating. Twitching.
Slow it down. Reproducing? I see.
All, I suppose, for the good of the firm.
But he'd better change methods. Yes, he'd better.
Look at the waste of time and emotion.
Look at the waste. Look. Look.
And make a note of that.
Adrian Mitchell
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CONSEQUENCES

He was good, the man, sure
as his hoe and his plough.
He didn't even have time

to dream while he slept.

He was poor to the point of sweat
He was worth a single horse.

His son today is very proud
and is worth a number of cars.

He speaks with a senator's voice,
he walks with ample step,

has forgotten his peasant father
and discovered ancesters,

he thinks like a fat newspaper,
makes money night and day

is important even asleep.

The sons of the son are many,

they married some time ago.

They do nothing, but they consume.
They're worth thousands of mice.

The sons of the sons of son-

what will they make of the world?
Will they turn out good or bad?
Worth flies or worth wheat?

you don't want to answer me.
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But the questions do not die.
Pablo Neruda
Translated by Alastair Read
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ALONG THE RIVER

They had pulled her out of the river. She was dead,
Lying against the rhododendrons sewn with spider's thread.
An oldish woman, in a shabby dress, a straggling stocking,
A worn, despairing face. How could the old do such a

thing?

Now forty years have passed. Again I recall that poor
Thing laid along the River Leam, and I look once more.

They have pulled her out of the river. She is dead,

Lying against the rhododendrons sewn with spider's thread.

A youngish woman, in a sodden dress, a straggling
stocking,

A sad, appealing face. How can the young do such a thing?
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LORE

Job Davies, eighty-four
Winters old, and still alive
After the slow poison

And treachery of the seasons.

Miserable? Kick my arse!

It needs more than the rain's hearse,

Wind-drawn, to pull me off
The great perch of my laugh.

What's living but courage?
Paunch full of hot porridge,
Nerves strengthened with tea,
Peat-black, dawn found me

Mowing where the grass grew,
Bearded with golden dew.
Rhythm of the long scythe
Kept this tall frame lithe.

What to do? Stay green.
Never mind the machine,

Whose fuel is human souls,

Live large, man, and dream small.
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SONNET

The winter deepening, the hay all in

The barn fat with cattle, the apple-crop
Conveyed to market or the fragrant bin,

He thinks the time has come to make a stop

And sinks half-grudging in his firelit seat.
Though with his heavy body's full consent.
In what would be the posture of defeat.
But for that look of rigorous content.

Outside, the night dives down like one great crow
Against his cast-off clothing where it stands
Up to the knees in miles of hustled snow.

Flapping and jumping like a kind of fire
And floating skyward its abandoned hands
In gestures of invincible desire.
Richard Wilbur
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A STRANGE WIND

A strange wind is blowing, dust fills our eyes;
We turn and walk the unintended way.

We press our sore eyes and reopen them

to expanded horizons, to a new day.

The narrow circle of our cherished experience breaks,
our trusted gods dissolve and ghosts vanish,
disembodied voices announce the world news-
we see the hidden side of the moon;

the dead man's eye transfers to the living;

the atom splits and the nightingale croaks;
economics opposes charity,

law protects wizards and forbids justice;

the small nation shouts, and the big one brags;
futile raids cease, and global wars commence;
and the rude son strikes the father......

Timothy Wangusa
(Uganda)
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TWO GIRLS SINGING

It neither was the words nor yet the tune.
Any tune would have done it and any words.
Any listener or no listener at all.

As nightingales in rocks or a child crooning
in its own world of strange awakening

or larks for no reason but themselves.

So on the bus through late November running
by yellow lights tormented, darkness falling,
the two girls sang for miles and miles together

and it wasn't the words or tune. It was the singing.
It was the human sweetness in that yellow,
the unpredicted voices of our kind.

Ian Crichton Smith
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MIIRROR

I an silver and exact. I have no preconceptions.
Whatever I see I swallow immediately.

Just as it is, unmisted by love or dislike.

I am not cruel, only truthful-

The eye of a little god, four-cornered.

Most of the time I meditate on the opposite wall.
It is pink, with speckles. I have looked at it so long
I think it is a part of my heart. But it flickers.

Faces and darkness separate us over and over.

Now I am a lake. A woman bends over me,

Searching my reaches for what she really is.

Then she turns to those liars, the candles or the moon.

I see her back, and reflect it faithfully.

She rewards me with tears and an agitation of hands.

I am important to her. She comes and goes.

Each morning it is her face that replaces the darkness.

In me she has drowned a young girl, and in me an old woman

Rises towards her day after day, like a terrible fish.

Sylvia Plath
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LONE DOG

I'm a lean dog, a keen dog, a wild dog, and lone;

I'm a rough dog, a tough dog, hunting on my own;

I'm a bad dog, a mad dog, teasing silly sheep

I love to sit and bay the moon, to keep fat souls from sleep.

I'll never be a lap dog, licking dirty feet,

A sleek dog, a meek dog, cringing for my meat,

Not for me the fireside, the well-filled plate,

But shut door, and sharp stone, and cuff, and kick, and hate.

Not for me the other dogs, running by my side,
Some have run a short while, but none of them would bide.

O mine is still the lone trail, the hard trail, the best,
Wide wind, and wild stars, and the hunger of the quest.

I. R. Macleod
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POMEPEII

Markets, temples, warehouses and wide

paved streets, tree-shaded squares where stood
bombastic statues of dead magnates, showed

a laudable and decent civic pride;

while on the sloping, fertile mountain side,
farmsteads and vineyards studded on the rich
dark soil displayed those self-same virtues which
had made the city wealthy, dignified

with public buildings, opulent white

marble terraces and glittering domes;

the brothels, barracks, and the sprawling slums
kept decently secluded, out of sight.

A thriving city, careful, prosperous;

but in the mountain's throat red lava rose.

David Holiday
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A PIECE OF PAPER

I saw this blank piece of paper
And it looked

Kind of lonely,

Like it needed someone

To talk to.

So I started to talk.

I told it about

Schools and trivial things,
And my need

For someone to talk to.

And in return
It told me about trees
And Autumn

And where it and come from.

The paper looked sad
When it told me about the
Wind in the trees

And the coming of man
Who had felled the tree,
And I felt ashamed.

Then I got angry,

I had problems enough
Without

Guilt.
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I tore up the paper
I tore up myself.
Julia Biggs
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GEOGRAPHY LESSON

When the jet sprang into the sky,

it was clear why the city

had developed the way it had,

seeing it scaled six inches to the mile.

There seemed an inevitability

about what on ground had looked haphazard,
unplanned and without style

when the jet sprang into the sky.

When the jet reached ten thousand feet,
it was clear why the country

had cities where rivers ran

and why the valleys were populated.
The logic of geography-

that land and water attracted man-

was clearly delineated

when the jet reached ten thousand feet.

When the jet rose six miles high,
it was clear the earth was round
and that it had more sea than land,
But it was difficult to understand
that the men on the earth found
causes to hate each other, to build
walls across cities and to kill
From that height, it was not clear why.
Zulfiker Ghose
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WRONG NUMBER

Is that the vet? You said you'd fixed my cat
And now she's dead.

Wrong number
Is that the parson? Was it you who said
That God is dead?

Wrong number
Is that the hospital? My husband's got
My son my mother's got

Wrong number

Is that the fire brigade? Is that the chemist?
I've swallowed pills. The Second Coming's come.
The taps are leaking. I can hear a bomb.

Is that the plumber? God, how long you've been.
Is that the IRA? Is that the Queen?

It wasn't me. I just picked up the phone.
I've never spayed a cat. I've never done
Anything, really. Never killed a man

Or cured one either. There it goes again.
I just picked up the phone. It wasn't me.

Laurence Lerner
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WILD OATS

The mud on my feet, mother,

Is from the long journey

I made, deluded that at the end

I should find wisdom and peace.

I trudged the hot red roads

And the hills that strive to touch the stars,
And came upon a clear river

In the folds of a valley.

I watched how it overcame the hills
By curling around their feet.

And stretching out on its way

To the sea. It was then

I heard the anguished cry,

Mother, to come back to your breast.
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A TIME TO TALK

When a friend calls to me from the road

And slows his horse to a meaning walk,

I don't stand still and look around

On all the hills I haven't hoed,

And shout from where I am, 'What is it?"

No, not as there is a time to talk.
I thrust my hoe in the mellow ground,
Blade-end up and five feet tall,
And plod: I go up to the stone wall
For a friendly visit.
Robert Frost
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MAKE BELIEVE

Say I were not sixty,

say you weren't near-hundred,

say you were alive.

Say my verse was read

in some distant country,

and say you were idly turning the pages:

The blood washed from your shirt,
the tears from your eyes,

the earth from your bones;
neither missing since 1940,

nor dead as reported later

by a friend of friend of a friend...

Quite dapper you stand in that bookshop
and chance upon my clues.

That is why at sixty

when some publisher asks me
for biographical details,

I still carefully give

the year of my birth,

the name of my hometown:
GERDA MAYER born '27, in Karlsbad,

Czechoslovakia.... write to me, father.
Gerda Mayer
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THOSE WINTER SUNDAYS

Sundays too my father got up early

and put his clothes on in the blueblack cold,
then with cracked hands that ached

from labor in the weekday weather made
banked fires blaze. No one ever thanked him.

I'd wake and hear the cold splintering, breaking.
When the rooms were warm, he'd call.

and slowly I would rise and dress,

fearing the chronic angers of that house,

Speaking indifferently to him,
who had driven out the cold
and polished my good shoes as well.
What did I know, what did I know
of love's austere and lonely offices?
Robert Hayden
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GRANDMOTHER AND CHILD

The waves that danced about the rock have gone,
The tide has stolen the rock as time has stolen
The quiet old lady who waited beneath the trees

That moved with a sad sea-sound in the summer wind.

When death was as near as the wind among the leaves
Troubling the waking fear in the heart of the child

As the wind was troubling the shadows on the sunlit lawn.
The grandmother seemed as frail as the frailest leaf.

But she sat so still in the shade of the summer trees

With the wind of death on her cheeks and her folded hands,
Her strength seemed large and cool, as the rock in the sea
Seemed large and cool in the green and restless waves.

As the rock remains in the sea. deep down and strong,
The rock-like strength of the lady beneath the tree
Remains in the mind of the child, more real than death
To challenge the child's strength in the hour of fear.

Ruth Dallas
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FROGS

The storm broke, and it rained,
And water rose in the pool,
And frogs hopped into the gutter,

With their skins of yellow and green,
And just their eyes shining above the surface

Of the warm solution of slime.

At night, when fireflies trace
Light-lines between the trees and flowers
Exhaling perfume,

The frogs speak to each other
In rhythm. The sound is monstrous,
But their voices are filled with satisfaction.

In the city I pine for the country;
In the country I long for conversation
Our happy croaking.

Louis Simpson
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SPRING NATURE NOTES

The sun lies mild and still on the yard stones.
The clue is a solitary daffodil - the first.

And the whole air struggling in soft excitements
Like a woman hurrying into her silks.

Birds everywhere zipping and unzipping
Changing their minds, in soft excitements,
warming their wings and trying their voices.

The trees still spindle bare.

Beyond them from the warmed blue hills
An exhilaration swirls upward, like a huge fish

As under a waterfall, in the bustling pool.
Over the whole land
Spring thunders down in brilliant silence.
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COCK_CROW

Out of the wood of thoughts that grows by night
To be cut down by the sharp axe of light,
Out of the night, two cocks together crow,
Cleaving the darkness with a silver blow;
And bright before my eyes twin trumpeters stand,
Heralds of splendour, one at either hand,
Each facing each as in a coat of arms;
The milkers lace their boots up at the farms.
Edward Thomas
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BUT THOSE UNHEARD

From where I sit I see a patch
Of sky, but chiefly trees;
A lovely thing to view their green
Within the window-frame;
Not only green of varying tone
Beneath the dominant blue,
But blossoms burning in the green
Chanting their secret song.
Along the lignumvitae shine
Clusters of tender mauve;
Above, against the sky, bright stars
Of frangipani glow,
And scarlet bougainvillea throbs
From out the deepest green.
A lovely thing to see all this
Within the window-frame
The long blue archway of the sky,
The music of the trees,
To let the senses sink within
This silent symphony.

Frank Collymore
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I SHALL RETURN

I shall return again, I shall return
To laugh and love and watch with wonder eyes.
At golden noon the forest fires burn,
Wafting their blue-black smoke to sapphire skies,
I shall return to loiter by the streams
That bathe the brown blades of the bending grasses.
And realize once more my thousand dreams
Of waters rushing down the mountain passes.
I shall return to hear the fiddle and fife
Of village dances, dear delicious tunes
That stir the hidden depths of native life,
Stray melodies of dim-remembered runes.
I shall return. I shall return again
To ease my mind of long, long years of pain.
Claude Mckay
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PRUNING TREES

Trees growing right in front of my window;
The trees are high and the leaves grow thick.
Sad alas! the distant mountain view
Obscured by this, dimly shows between.
One morning I took knife and axe;
With my own hand I lopped the branches off.
Ten thousand leaves fall about my head;
A thousand hills came before my eyes.
Suddeny, as when clouds or mists break
And straight through, the blue sky appears,
Again, like the face of a friend one has loved
Seen at last after an age of parting.
First there came a gentle wind blowing;
One by one the birds flew back to the tree.
To ease my mind I gazed to the South-East;
As my eyes wandered, my thoughts went far away.
Of men there is none that has not some preference;
Of things there is none but mixes good with ill.
It was not that I did not love the tender branches;
But better still, - to see the green hills!
Po Chu-I
Translated by Arthur Waley
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AUTUMN GROVE AFTER RAIN, BY WEN TIEN

Adrift in space,

The mountain's bare outline,
And a lower mountain's
Rocky waterfall - a white
Cleft on white mist -

With here a few

Slopes of pines,

And there a fall

Of mossy stones

That tumble soundlessly
Into a whiteness

That is either lake

Or sea or mist,

Or nothing-

On which a grove of trees
Floats away on flat rocks,

With a thatched summerhouse

And a tiny man
Fishing

From only

Half a bridge.
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DAYBREAK

Birds drip from the trees.
The moon's little goal
over there on the hill;
dawn, as blue as her milk,
fills the sky's tin pail.

The air's so cold a gas station
glitters in an ice-cube.

The freeway hums like a pipe
when the water's on.
Streetlights turn off their dew.

The sun climbs down from a roof,
stops by a house and strikes
its long match on a wall,
takes out a ring of brass keys
and opens every door.
Bert Meyers
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THE PEBBLE

The pebble
is a perfect creature
equal to itself

mindful of its limits

filled exactly
with a pebbly meaning

with a secret which does not remind one of anything
does not frighten anything away does not arouse desire

its ardour and coldness
are just and full of dignity

I feel a heavy remorse
when I hold it in my hand

and its noble body
is permeated by false warmth

Pebbles cannot be tamed
in the end they will look at us
with a calm and very clear eye
Zbigniew Herbert
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THE WINDS

Flowing edge to edge

their clear edges meeting-

the winds of this northern March-

blow the bark from the trees

the soil from the field

the hair from the heads of

girls, the shirts from the backs

of the men, roofs from the

houses, the cross from the

church, clouds from the sky

the fur from the faces of

wild animals, crusts

from scabby eyes, scales from

the mind and husbands from wives.
Wiliam Carlos Williams
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TO SOME BUILDERS OF CITIES

You have thrust Nature out, to make
A wilderness were nothing grows

But forests of unbudding stone

(The sparrow's lonely for his boughs);
You fling up citadels to stay

The soft invasion of the rose.

But though you put the Earth in thrall
And ransack all her fragrant dowers,
Her old accomplice, Heaven, will plot
To take with stars your roofs and towerls;
And neither stone nor steel can foil
That ambuscade of midnight flowers.
Stanley Snaith
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MIST

Rain, do not fall
Nor rob this mist at all,
That is my only cell and abbey wall.

Wind, wait to blow
And let the thick mist grow,
That fills the rose-cup with a whiter glow.

Mist, deepen still
And the low valley fill:
You hide but taller, a higher hill.

Still, mist, draw close;

These gain by what they lose,

The taller trees and hill, the whiter rose.
All else begone,

And leave me here alone

To tread this mist where earth and sky are one.

Andrew Young
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