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CEYLON RELICS MISSION TO BURMA

Dalnde Maligawa
Eandy®
CEYLOX.

1-2-1930.

MRAMMA NIYYATAN HETAN NETAN

An inlerpretifiion of this stanza as il stands, is rather
vague, The interpretation may be given as “This Freedom
given 1o Burma is nol a genyine freedom™, but my idea is
that if this 1s amnalysed according 1o the two methods of
Paivalaniya or Antha Paiyala, there is an omitted woed.
This cmitted word should be “Aniyathan™ and the stans
shoold thus read:

MARMMA NIYYATAN HETAN NETAN ANIYYATAN
which then means that "This Freedom given to Burma
is a genuine F) ",
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MRAMMA NIYYATAM HETAM NETAM

Explanation of a dream seen in the early honrs of
January 23, 1950, by the universally estecnied
Burmese genlleman honourable Tlrakin
Kodaw Hmmaing, the Grand Old Man
of the Union of Burma.

The substance of the mysterions dream was BBllowing:

A haly Burmese Boddhist High Pragst appeared beiore
Thakin Kodaw Hmaing and passed on to the Iatter a long
document. The holy priest réquested the dreamer to cead
oot this decument lo a lwge congregation. The dreamer
started Lo read oul the said document, commencing with
the scntence MIAMMA NIYYATAM HETAM NETAM,
Below this sentence there wiaz a long text. Suddenly
somebady aroused Mr, Kodaw Hm_ing from sleep, and ke
vividly vecollected the above sentence. However, he cannob
remember the gist of the long text which appeared in the
dream unter 1his sentence,

Latvinn Buddbist Archbishop the Most Rev. Karlis
A. M. Tennisons, head (SANGHARAJA) of Buddhizsts in the
three Baltic States—Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuvania—, and
his disciple and secretary Estonion Buddhist High Priest
the Right Rev. Frederek W. A, Lustig, having been
approached by THakin Kodaw Hmuing, Professor of
Burmese al the Nationnl College and one of the Senators of
the University College, reparding the sipnificance of the
mysterious sentence " MRAMMA NIYYATAM HETAM
NETAM", which was given to Thakin'Kodaw Hmain in the
dream by the late Most Rev. Mahathero Bagads U Ketumald
of Moulmein, the first Pathamakyaw under the British role in
Burma, wlm passed away in 1949 at the age of 82, hereby
announce their explanation for the benefit of all persons
interested in this matter:

In no other religion have the dreams that great
importance which is attribuled (o dreams in .Enl:‘dhiﬂm.a'nlﬂ
haly dreams of the Queen Mahamaya, the dream of the
King Shoddbhodana and of the Princess Yashodhara fraught
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with fate on the night of Prince Siddhartha' departure from
his father’s palace, the partentous dream of the King
Eimbisarn about splitting of Buddhizsm into a great fumber
of different School, etc.—are the common knowledge of
'Bu-rl['l.llisls. Budd.fliim even leaches thal a Bodhisattva whao
praciises the Paramitas can help other men by inlerpreting
their dreams. The alality to interprete cdreams may be
-n.;:qu:rer] by persons who practise ovsterities through faith
aad resolution.

The mysterious dream of Thakin Kodaw Hmaing has
no Bearing on political situation in the Union of Burma,
Baoth the Latvian Archbishop and his Disciple; after desp
meditation and examination of the meaning of the above
mentioned dream, are fully conwvinced that the meaping
refacs directly to the position of the Buddhist religion in tfe
Union of Burma.

Although we are not experts in Fali or Sanskrit
languages, we are of the opinion that neither in Pali, norin
Sanskrit is there any trapslation of the ssntepce "MREAMMA
NIYYATAM HETAM NETAM" which could be accepted
as satisfactory, In Pali and in Sanskrit there is no ]Jﬂnil.'ri]'u_'.r
{o trece some meaning of the ssntence wnder discussion,
except by some streleh of imagination and by overlooking
the gramimotical rules.

Mystericus are the ways of Gods (Devas), and 50 is the
working of the law of Karma, Trying to solves the niddle,
we examined whetker this sentepce is pot a senlence in
some Janguage other than Pali and Sangkrit. We ascertained
that this sentence s not in any of the Weslern Evropean
languages: it is neither in French, ner in Spanish, German,
and 50 omn.

While we sal insmeditation, it sireck upon us that this
mysterious sentence, compesed as it is of nine syllables, has
a perfaclt meading in Russian language, and camplies with
all the rules cof the Russian prammar. As the Russian
langoage has :mﬂ:ul.lg' acquired the status of an international
Ianguage and is nowadaye psed at the sittings of the ﬂmt:d
thl:mu on equal basis with English and French, an
Russia is the eouniry round which revolves the Iau
mankind, her peaceful attitnde bginging stability anf
agpressiveness the world disaster, everythipg c:mm:d m '

23



that langeage acouires a peculiar lurid and momentous
meanipg. To every statément made by Russia—and!  shs
makes all her statements in lHussian—*he utmost significance
is attached. What Moscow says is always in the limelight,
To more than 100 million people the Hussinn language.
is their mother tongue, or, gencrally speaking, to 200 million
inhabitants of the Soviet Union itis the offidial medium,
50 per cent .of this population of that country oot being
Russans, bul men of a great number of difarent nationalities,

In view of the tremendous importance of the Russiaf
lenguage at the present moment, as the mysterious senlence
" MRAMMA NIYYATAM HETAM NETAM™ has in
Rutsian a clear meaning, it would not be wise to reject this
mEaning.

MREAMMA NIYYATAM HETAM NETAM meansin
Ruossian the following:

“BURMA, THERE I AM NOT. OH ] AM THERE,
{AND YET) NOT THERE,' the Wussimn transliteration
being MRAMMA NI YYA TAM HE UAM NE TAM.

THERE [ AM NUT, coming after MEAMMA which is
an archaic proper name for Burma, means "I am not in
Burma." By personal pronoun 1" we must understand the
gpirit of Dharma of Our Lord Baddha, the Most Rev.
Mahathero Hagado U Ketomala. as prominent representative
of the Holy Sangha, directly illosirating the true conception
and purpose of Buddhism, This is MRAMMA NIYYATAM
HETAM, er HE TAM, OH I AM THERE means that
Boddhism is still a living reality in Burma, for the noble
aspirations of many holy men, like the late U Kelumala, are
still found in Burma. That Buddhism is still a living reality
in this country is also seen from paragraph 21 of the
Constitution of the Union of Borma, namely: “The State
recognizes the special position of Buddhism as the faith
%mﬁlwmd. by the great majority of the citizens of the

NE TAM, or NOT THERE, means that the higher
meaning of Buddhism is lost toa large section of people in
present-day Burma. Through his appearance in dream, the
Most Rev, U Ketumalf wishes to emphasize that the method
of negative dialectics; employed so often by Oor Locd
Buddba Gautams Shakyamuni, is nowadays generally
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neglected in this country. The AMost Rev. U Ketumala has
entered that mystic conditen where all concepts and all
feelings are extinct. This apparition in the dream dreamt by
Grand Old Man of Burma Thakin Kodaw Hmaing' is
intended to remind the Buddhistz that, according to Lord
Bucldha conmeptions about what is only a conceplion should
pol be ‘prodoced, an idea about what is only an idea should
not be conceived. '

This is ihe gist of the doctrine of Madkyama fralidada,
or the docirine of Lhe AMiddle Path.

The dream of Thakin Kodaw Hmaing calls for
jrcreased  watchfulness on the part of the Burmese
Buddhists, for greater zeal in propagaticn cf Buddhism, and
decper study of Buddhist philosophy in secret code and
pliin language.

For it is said in the Dhammapada:

' Through zeal knowledge is gotten, through lack of zeal
krowledge is lost; let a man who knows this double path of
gain and loss thus place himsell that knowledge may prow.”

{(Verse 282)

Moreover, although we can say that the general
knowledge of the Abhidbamma-pilaka in Burma is good,
and that proper attention is paid to Patthana-Naya, a new
attempt should be made to re-examine the theory of mental
atoms [Dhammas) in the light of modern science for the
glory of the Buddhadharma.

The famous Boeddhist Credo Ye Dbarma Helo
Prabhavah...which reads in English:

"“The Great Recluse has indicated the mental atoms,
their interconnexipp as gavses and effects, and their final
suppression,” should, be given a much clearer exposition
and wider prblicity in preparation for the 2500th year from
COur Lord Buddha's Mahaparinirvana.

Many points jn Buddhism are 1g-day still veiled by the
billowy cloods of mystery or lost to the average man in the
labyrinthian complexity of technical lerms. Valiant effort
thonld be made to present the Dharma to the bublic in a
perfect, lucid, and convincing way. "

The Buddhists must not be dasnted and discournged
by difficalties. Reflecting upon the Hifficulty of eradicating
erronesns concepts, the Buddbists must ceasklessly work for
their geeat aim of enlighterment of all mankind.
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POSTSCRIPT

- Bome persons will think why was the importang
revelation of the late Most Rev. U Relumala 1o honourahle
veteran politician of Burma Thakin Kodaw Hmaing made i
the Hossian language, (he languspe of a counfry so much
dreaded to-day in many parls of the wotld?

Mere we must say (hat appearance of o sentence i
Russian in the mysterious dream iz o sign of good asgury,
A rav of glorires hght feom Buddhbist Barma will reach aven
the cold and distant Russin. It i8 a sign that Losd Buddha's
tenching will penelmte nto every corner of the world and
will melt the bearts of those who are lo-day engaged in
building their most hiphly canteatized Socialist federation in
the world occupying more than one.sixth of the nd surlace
of the globe, but who unforiumately are still in spiciton)
darkness regarding the Noble Doctrine of Qur Lord Buddha
the Ompiscient One. When the giganiic Soviet Union will
embrace Duddhism and renounce the sheer materialism, he
warld will at ance become a better place o five in.

Lord Buddba converled to his Dharma persous of all
categories, Men of different castes and of different charmcter
and intellipence became His followers. He was cager to
underfake the most difficult lasks, and He conguered every-
thing. We, His disciples; must follow His example.

The world Fas never known a teaching higher than
Buddhism, and the Hay muost come when even the Ruossian
people will reatize that Owr Lord Buddha js their only
Likerator, Since Buddhism is the only religion in the world
which defends the onrestricled freedom of thooght, wnd
slands on an unbreakable platform, people whe relentlessly
interragate the factes muost and will coame o the glorious
understanding of Our [mmaculate Dharma. ANl the
Hudchists of the wotld must worl for that Great Unfoldment
of Fruth..,

Lalvian Bnvddhist Archbiskop EARLIS A. MTENNISON S
\agindra Maniranitraland kis secrelary Esloman Buddhis!
Higk Priest FREDERICK W.A. LUSTIG Avanda Maiireya).

Raugecn, capital of ihe ion of Burna,
Twesdav, Juiy 11, 1950,
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